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NEWS

Check out the top 10
Art2Park submissions
The second round of voting for the
annual Art2Park student design
competition is open until March 27,
with the winner announced April 7

GROWING

GV students to donate innovative
shoes to Tanzanian children

SEE A5

LAKER LIFE

Tri Sigma hosts annual
Cupcake Wars at GV
The GVSU sorority will host their
second annual cupcake competition
on March 24, and the top cupcake
recipe will win philanthropy money
SEE A6

SPORTS

GV football tabs new
running back coach
Mike Hatcher, a former Grand Valley
State defensive back, was named
the new running back coach for the
Lakers heading into the 2016 season
SEE A7

ONLINE

Read women’s hoops
Final Four recap
The Grand Valley State women’s
basketball team took on the AlaskaAnchorage Seawolves late at night
on March 23, read the recap online
SEE LANTHORN.COM

BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM

magine not being able
to afford shoes, even
a basic pair of tennis
shoes worn solely for
protection. That is re
ality for some children in Tanzania,
and Grand Valley State University
students are trying to change that.
The GVSU study abroad pro
gram heading to Tanzania this May
has created a GoFundMe page to
raise money in order to buy shoes
for those in need.
But these aren’t just any shoes —
they’re shoes that grow.
‘The Shoe that Grows’ is a
company that created a shoe that
grows with children. GVSU’s study
abroad program heard of the grow
ing shoe and knew it would be a
perfect thing to bring to the local
orphanages on their trip.
Lisa Kasmer, faculty director of
the Tanzania program and math
ematics professor, has had the idea
of bringing shoes to Tanzania for a
while. In past years, the program’s
students have brought school sup
plies and textbooks. However, Kas-

LEAVING THEIR MARK: GVSU education student Kristin Pohl leads a class of young Tanzanian students during her study
abroad trip in 2013. The faculty-led study abroad trip focuses on mathematics and education. COURTESY I LISA KASMER

mer had the idea when she heard a
fellow GVSU professor, Sango Otieno, share his personal story about
getting shoes for the first time.
Senior students Jordan Phelps and
Greg Balsam spearheaded the bulk of
the fundraising through a GoFund
Me page where they have raised over
$1,900. In addition, Phelps said they
will be selling T-shirts and will be
using a promotional code for Grand
Rapids Griffins tickets to raise more

money to purchase the shoes.
‘“The Shoe that Grows’ really work
well with the children,” Phelps said.
“For one, they are shoes that they
can wear for multiple years instead of
buying shoes every year, since most
children can’t afford shoes. They are
also great for children who have had
orthopedic surgery so the shoes can
protect their feet while they recover.”
The growing shoes will be do
nated to an orphanage and to the

FLINT WATER CRISIS

Plaster House, a hospital that spe
cializes in orthopedic surgeries for
children with fluorosis.
“This is a disease children get
from drinking water with too much
fluoride,” Kasmer said. “Unfortunate
ly, many of these children go back to
their villages after surgery and wind
up with infections, because they don’t
have shoes to wear.”
SEE HOPE | A2

POLICE

Journalist Curt
Guyette to talk on
Flint water crisis

‘Help keep our
water clean’
GVPD campaign promotes safe
disposal of prescription drugs
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOC!A TE@LANTHORN.COM

WHISTLEBLOWER: Curt Guyette, a journalist with the ACLU, initially broke the story about the toxic levels of lead found in the Flint, Michigan
water supply. His story single-handedly drew enough attention to make the issue be recognized internationally, courtesy I DETROIT metro times

BY SANDA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LANTHORN.COM

he Flint water crisis has now
made its way into interna
tional news, onto the agendas
of presidential candidates and
has exposed a major failure
by Michigan’s government. Part of why so
many people know about it is because of
an investigative piece done by a passionate
journalist, Curt Guyette, for the American
Civil Liberties Union.
On March 29, Grand Valley State Univer
sity will host Guyette, the groundbreaking
journalist who first shed light on the toxicity
of the city’s water. The event will be held at 4
p.m. in the Cook-Dewitt Center.
Guyette, a reporter with the ACLU, began
his investigation by going door to door in
different areas of Flint, Michigan, personally
asking residents to check the water in their
homes with lead-testing kits he provided. The
results were alarming; residents were drink
ing lead-tainted water for over two years de
spite the Michigan government repeatedly
assuring that the water was safe.

This year, Guyette received the Michi
gan Press Association Journalist of the Year
award for his watchdog efforts to uncover
the issues of government responsibility and
crisis management.
Guyette will address his reporting efforts
as well as a variety of topics in a discussion
lead by Eric Harvey, assistant professor of
multimedia journalism at GVSU.
Harvey said with an issue as complex as
the Flint water crisis, the discussion will cover
themes not only in journalism but those of
the natural sciences, when it comes the test
ing of the water, and political science in the
argument of government responsibility. The
talk will also touch on sociology, dealing with
the demographics of the area.
“I think people would be interested to
understand how institutions have failed citi
zens in this case,” Harvey said. “Flint also has
a significant African American population
and I think they have traditionally been un
derserved by government agencies, and this
is another case that certainly applies.”
After the discussion, the floor will be open
for a question-and-answer session with Guy
ette. Attendees are encouraged to ask any

questions regarding the issues discussed to
further drive the conversation.
Multimedia journalism, a new program
at GVSU, combines broadcast and print jour
nalism techniques. Harvey said the program
wants to offer events like this in order to pro
vide the West Michigan area with an oppor
tunity to learn about the real-world applica
tion of journalism and its importance.
Natalie Longroy, a multimedia jour
nalism student, said the discussion is a
great opportunity to learn about the sub
ject outside of the classroom.
“Curt Guyette coming here is so ben
eficial, he brings real-world experience to
young, aspiring journalists,” Longroy said. “I
think GVSU should hosts more events like
this because it’s more than the classroom will
ever give me, it’s the real deal, hearing some
one talk about the work they’ve done.”
The event is open to public, but seat
ing will be limited, so attendees are encour
aged to arrive early in order to secure a seat.
There will be a live-stream available online, as
well as a recording of the event that will air
on Grand Valley Television, the university’s
closed-circuit television station.

2002 study analysis by the U.S. Geo
logical Survey showed that out of
139 streams and rivers in 30 states,
80 percent of waterways tested had
measurable concentrations of pre
scription and non-prescription drugs, steroids
and reproductive hormones. Fourteen years later,
the push for sustainable practices is more pres
ent then ever before, but the risk associated with
improper drug disposal is still present.
As part of the “Help Keep our Water Clean”
campaign at Grand Valley State University, fa
cilities services has been working to encourage
students and community members to practice
proper disposal techniques, especially with the
academic year coming to an end.
To ensure that prescription drugs are taken care
of in a safe way, a drop-off box provided by Ottawa
County has been installed in the lobby of the facili
ties services building for community use.
“As students pack up and begin to leave for the
year, it is important that any unused or expired
medications are taken to the facilities services
building for drop-off,” said GVPD Capt. Brandon
DeHaan.
One concern of improper drug disposal comes
from potential drug abuse. Consumers and care
givers should remove expired, unwanted or un
used medicines from their home as quickly as
possible to help reduce the chance that others
may accidentally take or intentionally misuse the
unneeded medicine, DeHaan said.
However, a larger issue lies in a seemingly inno
cent way of drug disposal. When prescription drugs
are flushed down the toilet or washed down a drain,
they have the potential to cause problems, accord
ing to the National Institute of Health.
Experts with the Centers for Disease Control say
between 20 and 60 percent of all prescription medi
cines go unused and end up being thrown away or
flushed down the toilet.
When medicines are flushed down the toilet,
they’re often not filtered from the water treatment
plants because most of the treatment facilities

SEE GVPD | A2
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THIRD ANNUAL MOSAIC LECTURE TO FOCUS ON
MISUSE OF STATISTICS
An expert on mathematics will visit Grand Valley State
University to discuss the misuse of statistics in American
media today during the third annual Mosaic Lecture on
March 30.
Talithia Williams, associate professor of mathematics at
Harvey Mudd College, will examine how statistics help per
suade public opinion and present three examples of where
they have been misused.
“Lies, Deceit and Misrepresentation: The Distortion
of Statistics in America," is UB 100 approved and will
take place at 7 p.m. in Room 123 of Manitou Hall on the
Allendale Campus.
Attendees are encouraged to stay after the lecture for
a dessert reception.

‘GIRL RISING* DOCUMENTARY SCREENING
The campus community is invited to learn more about
the power of education through a screening of the docu
mentary "Girl Rising" on March 25.
“Girl Rising" follows the lives of nine girls throughout the
world subjected to arranged marriages, child slavery and
other forms of oppression. Through the power of educa
tion. these girls are able move beyond their hardships and
become real forces for change.
The screening of “Girl Rising” is set to take place from 6
p.m. until 9 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium, located inside
the DeVos Center.
Lois Smith-Owens, professor in the school of social work
at Grand Valley State University, will follow up the screen
ing with a presentation about Little Stars at Mannenberg, a
school she founded in South Africa.

STUDENT ORGANIZATION TO HOST FREE STAND-UP
COMEDY EVENT
The Free Speech Standup student qrganization at Grand
Valley State University will host a free standup comedy
event in the Kirkhof Center on March 24.
Comedians in the event lineup include winners from Last
Laker Standing as well as performers from GR’s Funniest
Person, Comedy for a Cause and LaughFest.
“Tapping Into Your Funny Bone” is set to take place
from 9:15 p.m. until 10:45 p.m. in Room 2263 of the Kirkhof
Center. The event is not family-friendly and will include
explicit language from some comedians.
For more information, visit the Free Speech Stand-up
Facebook page or email freespeechstandup@gmail.com

‘PAYING FOR THE PARTY: HOW COLLEGE
MAINTAINS INEQUALITY*
Elizabeth Armstrong, professor of sociology at the
University of Michigan, will visit Grand Valley State
University to discuss the problems of higher education dur
ing a presentation on March 25.
In her presentation, Armstrong will discuss ways in
which to increase accessibility of higher education for ev
eryone. Armstrong co-authored the 2013 book, "Paying for
the Party," which goes into detail on why higher education
often fails its students.
"Paying for the Party: How College Maintains
Inequality,” is LIB 100/201 approved and will take place
from 1 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. in Room 1101 of the P. Douglas
Kindschi Hall of Science.

GVSU TO HOST FIRST ROBOTICS DISTRICT
COMPETITION
Forty-one teams of high school students will pit
robots they designed against one another in a game
of "Stronghold" during the FIRST Robotics District
Competition on March 25 and 26.
In the game of “Stronghold,” students are challenged
to score points by weakening and capturing the opposing
team’s towers using only their robots. More than 1,000 high
school students are expected to attend the event.
Each team was given six weeks to build their robots. The
winner of the competition will move on to the state champi
onship scheduled for April 13-16.
The competition is set to take place from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on March 25 and 26 inside the Fieldhouse Arena, located on
Grand Valley State University’s Allendale Campus.
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TRAVEL: Students viewed hippos on a safari trip in Tanzania with Grand Valley State University. Each year, students have an opportunity to
go on a safari tour to see African wildlife in their habitats. This year's trip will leave on May 6 and return June 2. COURTESY LSAKASMCR

HOPE
CONTINUED FROM A1

“The Shoe That Grows” was created
in 2007 and is designed to withstand
five years of use and growing. There are
three parts of the shoe that grow: the
toe, the side and the heel. The soles of
the shoes are made of compressed rub
ber, while the upper and top portion of
the shoe is made of leather.
Kasmer has led the GVSU program to
Tanzania since 2011 and knows the shoes
will be a great help to children. She is also
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GVPD
aren’t designed to screen for spe
cific chemicals. Water can also
break down the medicines after
they’re dumped in a landfill and
can seep into ground water.
In order to make the drop-off
process as encouraging as pos
sible, the entire process is com
pletely anonymous.
“People can drop off materials at
any time,” DeHaan said. “We want
people to feel free to take care of
their unused materials in a safe way
that benefits the entire community.”
All medicines should be kept in
their original container so they can
be properly identified. Personal in
formation included on labels should
be blacked out or removed.
The GVSU drop-off site will ac
cept all medications, including con
trolled medicines. Any medicines
will be removed from the prescrip
tion container and placed in a ziptop plastic bag before being dis
carded in the bin.
“We have seen great success with
the box so far from the Grand Val
ley community,” DeHaan said.
Posters have been placed around
campus to inform the GVSU com
munity about the effort. For more
information or any questions, con
tact DeHaan at (616) 331-3255.

SAFETY FIRST: Adderall is one of the most widely abused prescription drugs on many college
campuses nationwide. GVPD encourages safe prescription drug disposal, gvl | KEVIN sielaf’f
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“After we have made our goal, any ad
ditional funding will be donated to a local
orphanage in Arusha, Tanzania to help
build their new facility,” Phelps said.
The students will leave May 6 and re
turn on June 2. Kasmer said they will
teach for about 60 hours in their own
classrooms and go on a four-day safari.
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pleased with how Balsam and Phelps
managed this particular project.
“I am impressed with their willingness
to take the leadership of this project on,”
she said. “They have both been committed
to seeing this project through.”
Phelps encourages students to con
tinue to donate money either through
the GoFundMe page or by using the
promo code “Tanzania2016” when
buying Griffins tickets for their April 8
game. She said they are thankful for all
of the donations and she is excited the
funds are going to a good cause.
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At the Lanthorn we strive to bring you the most accurate news possible If we make
a mistake, we want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthorn, let
us know by calling 616-531-2464 or by emailing editonakoManthom.com.

or call (616) 780-1234
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley State
University students 62 times a year. One copy of this newspaper is available
free of charge to any member of the Grand Valley Community. For additional
copies, at $1 each, please contact our business offices.

t

EINSTEIN BROS. BAGELS
New location in the Holton-Hooker

The Lanthorn is published on recycled paper and is printed with soy bean ink.
This means that our newspaper is entirely compostable. Help us do our part to
be kind to the environment by recycling or composting this newspaper after
you enioy reading it
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Allendale, Ml 40401
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Fresh Food Co. is getting a makeover!

Learning and Living Center.
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♦ ♦ ♦♦

MARCH 24, 2016
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
# (&GVLNEWS

NEWS | A3

STATISTICS

Bringing numbers to life
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

ata drives infor
mation and gives
people a way to
quantify different
facets of daily life
in ways that have never been
thought of before. That data
might get confusing at times,
and having the ability to take
that data and translate it into
simpler terms and graphics
can be labor-intensive.
Amanda Cox, the edi
tor of The Upshot at the New
York Times, has perfected the
art of reporting through the
use of informational data and
beautiful, interactive graphics.
Cox visited Grand Valley State
University on March 21 to talk
about how she works with sta
tistics and data to bring a new
light to everyday situations.
Cox, who studied statistics
at St Olaf College and later at
the University of Washington,
focused on the elements that
she believes needs to be part of
a graphic or chart for data visu
alization to really succeed.
Cox, a 2012 recipient of the
Excellence in Statistical Re
porting award, said that any

type of data visualization has
to show or reveal scale, context
and patterns in order to be in
teresting and engaging.
Scale acts as a way to clean
up numbers, taking very large
numbers and adding some
contrast to make them more
realistic.
“One of the first things that
we do with data visualization
is to clean up that a lot’ to ‘a
little bit: Cox said. “You feel
that contrast.”
The contrast of scale went
hand in hand with her next
point, context. Context gives
readers a way to relate big
and often dense informa
tion back to their own lives
and put that information in a
frame they understand.
Cox used the Olympics
as an example of the impor
tance of context. Many people
watch the Olympics, but are
unfamiliar with how big some
of the tracks that athletes
compete on, specifically, luge
tracks, Cox said. Cox and her
team set up a graphic where
they laid out a luge track as
if it were built in the middle
of Times Square in New York
City, just to give people an
idea of how large it actually is.
This is the type of context

that Cox said she aims to pro
vide in all of her data visual
ization.
“How you connect new
knowledge to old knowledge
is what I think context is re
ally all about,” Cox said.
Cox likened context to
background singers — creat
ing context by adding supple
mental information isn’t to call
attention to that information
itself, but to help make a more
cohesive final product, simi
lar to how background singers
make a lead singer sound good.
Finally, patterns, said
Cox, can show you data that
you wouldn’t have known to
look for.
A common pattern-heavy
type of data is exit polling on
election nights. Even some
thing as cut and dry and
simple demographics can be
made into something inter
esting and interactive.
Cox used the example of
the 2008 presidential elec
tion, when Hillary Clinton
and Barack Obama were the
frontrunners of the Demo
cratic party. By showing indi
vidual states as boxes, allowing
people to click on different de
mographics, the boxes would
move to one side of the graphic

to show which candidate that
demographic supported more.
“It allows you to ask ques
tions and to see things that
wouldn’t be otherwise seen,”
Cox said. “If you didn’t know
what you were looking for, you
probably were not going to
find this in a table.”
Cox talked about how she
thinks that interactivity is so
important when it comes to
data visualization. On a ‘draw
it yourself’-type graph showing
class in America, she noticed
that some respondents had tak
en it upon themselves to draw
things like the Seattle skyline,
among other things.
“The dumb things people
are doing are really about true
interactivity,” she said. “True
interactivity has to enable you
to do something totally stupid.”
Cox also stressed the im
portance of annotation layers
that typically go along with
graphics, which gives writers
the chance to explain what
everything is without taking
away from the story. This, she
said, is a good way to keep
people engaged and to show
them what is unique about
the information being pre
sented to them.
Cox’s presentation was

Data visualization
expert speaks at GV

PRO TIPS: Amanda Cox visited GVSU to give some helpful tips for
data visualization from her experience. GVL I kasey garvelink

hosted through the Big Data
Initiative at GVSU, an initia
tive that began over three years
ago to determine how GVSU
will prepare students to engage
with a surge of data produc
tion and dissemination.
“(Cox’s) presence here today
furthers the mission of the BDI,
as she is the embodiment of the
engaged citizen of the digital
world, teaching us about the
complex issues of our age with
statistical authority and critical
analysis,” said Maria Cimitile, a
philosophy professor involved
with the BDI. “And, some pret

ty darn good graphics.”
Cox reminded event attend
ees that it’s not about just mak
ing cool graphics and charts if
they aren’t answering questions
that people want to know.
“As you embark on your
own data visualization, I en
courage you to think less about
the technology and the tools
and think about, ‘what are the
questions that we are trying to
answer?”’ she said. “My claim is
that you can have the best ques
tion in the world and draw it
in chalk on the sidewalk and it
will still be interesting.”

CIVIL RIGHTS

Reclaiming displaced history
Young Lords collection focuses on civil rights in Chicago, Grand Rapids
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LAN THORN.COM

istory impacts the pres
ent. It affects learning,
impacts
judgements
and shapes futures.
There are lessons
that continue to be learned, and
because of that, Grand Valley State
University will be hosting “A Neigh
borhood Affair to Preserve Commu
nity” on March 29 from 4 p.m. until
8 p.m. in the Pere Marquette Room
in the Kirkhof Center.
Though it focuses on the oral histo
ries of civil rights leaders from Chicago,
the event also introduces over 46 new
oral histories of African American and
Latino senior citizens from southeast
and southwest Grand Rapids.
Jose “Cha-Cha” Jimenez, who
established civil rights group the
Young Lords in Lincoln Park in
1968, emphasized that interviewing
the seniors for the collection is not
only to listen to their personal histo

ry and struggles, but to also support
the archives at GVSU.
He also said that GVSU will play
a major role in opening up discus
sions on personal histories and their
impact in changing and bringing so
cial justice to society.
“We don’t want the collection to
be put somewhere in the basement,
we want it to be kept alive, because
it is relevant today in Grand Rapids
and other places,” Jimenez said. “The
idea for the interviews with the se
nior citizens is show that these are
human beings that have had major
impacts in their lives.”
The Young Lords collection con
veys the ongoing struggle for fair
housing and human rights for Puerto
Rican, Mexicano and other Latino
immigrants in Lincoln Park, Chicago
that were displaced by in the late 1960s
by city hall, banks and various neigh
borhood associations.
While Jimenez organized a na
tional movement, formed alliances
with the Black Panthers and pub

lished articles that discussed cor
ruption and substandard housing in
Chicago, his documenting of their
struggle in the Young Lords oral his
tory collection established the need,
he said, for telling the group’s story in
an honest and open format.
“My concern with the oral histo
ries has nothing to do with research
but had to with the fact that our com
munity got completely displaced in
Chicago in the 60s,” he said. “I was
trying to find a way to preserve that
community so that we could keep all
110 oral histories.”
James Kwame, a graduate stu
dent in health administration and a
member of the Young Lords student
organization at GVSU, said that he
is excited to see students, faculty
and the community of Grand Rap
ids attend the event.
He said he hopes that the attend
ees at the event will see that while
there are still issues in human rights
in the world and that creating a con
versation will spur action.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING: Partido Young Lords, circa 1970. The Young Lords col
lection at GVSU aims to preserve civil rights stories. COURTESY | MAXIMO R. COLON

“I am looking forward to making
students learn more about what the
Young Lords do and what the mis
sion is,” Kwame said. “And (bringing)
about awareness so that they will un
derstand that there are a lot of things
going on outside of the community.”
“A Neighborhood Affair to Pre
serve Community” will host 60 se
nior citizens, a dance performance
by the Senior Steppers, live music
from Soul Syndicate and a clip from
the documentary about the origins
of the Young Lords.
GVSU President Thomas J. Haas,
Kent District Library Director Lance
Werner and Vice President of the Di
vision of Inclusion and Equity, Jesse

Bernal, will also speak at the event.
Though the event does touch
upon instances of injustice, it also
focuses on bringing students, fac
ulty, staff and community leaders
together so that they can celebrate
humanity and all of its forces.
“This is history that is being wast
ed and forgotten and being put off
to the side,” Jimenez said. “It is not
enough to just document their voic
es as it is not just about them speak
ing out, but being concerned about
their interests. We need to work to
gether for solutions.”
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/younglords
TO LISTEN TO THE ORAL HISTORIES

INCLUSION AND EQUITY

Campus climate results show further research needs to be done
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWSmANTHORN.COM

esse Bernal, vice
president of the
Division of In
clusion and Eq
uity, expressed
both positivity and a desire
for more inclusivity during a
discussion of the 2015 Cam
pus Climate Survey prelimi
nary results on March 22.
Although the results of the
survey were already revealed
in late February, Bernal hosted
an intimate discussion with a
small group of students, facul
ty and staff members to delve
further into the statistics.
Bernal said one of the sur
vey’s biggest achievements was

the 42 percent participation
rate, the highest turnout rate
in the history of the Campus
Climate Survey. The report
also revealed that 70 percent of
respondents believe GVSU to
be more committed to diver
sity in 2015 than 2005.
With this record-breaking
turnout rate came new statis
tics about different minority
groups on campus, including
the LGBT community and
those living with disabilities.
According to the data, a
shocking 25 percent of re
spondents said they had a dis
ability that was either physical,
psychological, affected their
learning or was undefined.
“This number is very sur
prising because according to
those registered with disabili

ties services, only 7 percent
say they have a disability,”
Bernal said. “That’s much dif
ferent than what we believed
our population to be.”
The data also revealed that
1 percent of respondents iden
tify as transgender or other,
an increase from the 0.3 per
cent found in the 2011 survey.
Meanwhile, 8 percent said
they identified as something
other than heterosexual.
In the general population,
87 percent said they felt “very
comfortable” or “comfortable”
on campus. However, the num
bers were less positive among
other groups.
Among individuals who
identify as transgender or
other, 59 percent said they
were “very comfortable” or

“comfortable” on campus. As
for people of color, 75 percent
responded the same.
For some, this sense of un
comfortableness was more
than just a feeling. Among
those who identify as transgen
der or other, 40 percent report
ed personal experiences with a
negative or hostile incident.
In the LGBQA community,
26 percent responded the same,
followed closely by those with
disabilities (24 percent) and
people of color (21 percent).
Following the presentation
of the data, Bernal took time
to outline strategies moving
forward to create a more in
clusive campus.
Bernal said the Division
of Inclusion and Equity will
take a more strengths-based
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approach in the future,
meaning they will identify
strongly-inclusive zones on
campus that can then be rep
licated in other areas.
“If we find the racial cli
mate for undergraduate stu
dents in the Brooks College
is extraordinarily comfort
able compared to other col
leges, we want to know what’s
going on there and how to
replicate it across the board,”
Bernal said.
Bernal added that future
research will aim to be more
detailed in order to effectively
combat oppression on campus.
“What we’U be able to
share in the next round of
findings is what exactly was
that negative experience,”
he said. “For example, who

committed that negative
experience.? Was it a fac
ulty member on a student or
was it a student on student?
Was it in a classroom or resi
dence hall? Was it language
or a physical attack?”
Andrew Plague, an intern
in the Division of Inclusion
and Equity, said It’s impor
tant for fellow students to do
their part in creating a cam
pus that’s both positive and
affirming of all identities.
“In this phase of the project,
it is really important for folks
to get involved so that they can
be part of analyzing and mak
ing sense of the data as well as
determining what steps should
be taken to remedy some of
the issues highlighted in the
data,” Plague said.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to frozen foods.
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APRIL 1, 2, 7, 8,
8 • AT 7:SO PM
APRIL 3 8 10 AT 2 PM
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE
PERFMORMING ARTS CENTER
ALLENDALE CAMPUS

&

GENERAL ADMISSION! $12
ALL STUOENTS: $•
alumni/facultv/staff
/seniors: $10

FOR TICKETS AND MORE
INFORMATION. CALL
(616) 331-2300 OR visit
ovsu.edu/theatre/.

TICKETS ALSO
AVAILABLE AT
STARTICKETS.
COM, (E1E)
212-4000.

OR (EOO)
SES-JTS7
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Making Lakers
proud around
the world

GVSU

students
making

Students should represent GV
values everywhere they go
or
students
lucky enough
to have the op
portunity
to
study abroad
during their college career,
time spent in another coun
try provides an opportunity
to branch out, experience
new things and most im
portantly, make a difference.
A group of Grand Valley
State University students are
using their study abroad trip
to raise money to buy shoes
for children in need in the
country they will be hosted
in. These shoes, however,
are doing more than provid
ing a temporary fix. They
are looking to solve a long
term problem of clothing
and health disparity.
These innovative and life
changing contributions are
something that every student
studying abroad should strive
for. Whether your contribu
tion is through action or pro
vision, thinking long-term is
a great way to represent your
self, as well as the GVSU com
munity when going abroad.
Studying abroad is more
than just a chance to party
in a new country. Sure, the
drinking age in most other
countries is lower than it
is in America, but instead
of spending your time in
pubs or bars, take a day
or two to give back to the
community you are staying
in. It should be a goal of all
Lakers to end the stereo
type of the “dumb Ameri
can” and represent GVSU
well all around the globe.
Remember, community
service comes in many forms.
You don’t have to strictly vol
unteer at a nonprofit; you can
take part in raising awareness
for a local issue, participate
in a community clean-up
or help other people learn
English by engaging them in
conversation.
Think about this: study
ing abroad is the perfect
way to share your experi
ences at GVSU with those

who have limited access to
higher education. All of this
comes down to recognizing
privilege within the com
munity, and putting forth
an effort to assist others.
Maybe these methods
don’t apply to your study
abroad trip. Maybe your
biggest contribution can be
relaying the experiences you
had abroad to those around
you or applying the lessons
you learned to your life at
GVSU. Whatever the size
or method of your contri
bution, a study abroad trip
provides an opportunity for
more than just a vacation.
Spreading your knowl
edge and sharing opportu
nities unites the Laker com
munity to the larger global
community. In the future,
many employers may be im
pressed by your trip abroad,
but the community you are
visiting will be thankful,
even for something as small
as a pair of shoes.
As the network of GVSU
alumni continues to grow and
find their places around the
world, Lakers should feel con
fident that no matter where
they are, a Laker will always
leave a positive impression of
the values all GVSU commu
nity members take to heart.
Spreading the famous
West Michigan kindness
should be of the utmost
importance to
Lakers
year-round, but especially
when they’re showing the
rest of the world what
GVSU is all about.
Remember, being a “-Lak
er for a Lifetime” isn’t some
thing you get to turn on and
off when it suits you best. No
matter what you’re doing,
your behavior and actions
are a reflection of the GVSU
institution. As students be
gin to make their summer
plans and head out to the
far reaches of the globe, take
some time to make your fel
low Lakers proud of what
you’re showing the world
about what GVSU stands for.
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Embrace the March Madness

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

adness — it’s
upon us. This
time of year is
unlike any other.
The story lines,
each one fresh and authentic.
The drama, the full range of
emotion is on display. Lastly,
the action. Oh, the action.
The NCAA basketball tour
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n [old English]
lanthom is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthom
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”
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Grand Valley State University
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published here do not
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aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
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errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
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com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276
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Back to the bracket, it’s all
about the trash talk. All you
need to do is win one key
matchup and start namedropping. “Yeah I was going
to pick Baylor, but I thought
Makai Mason might be
too much for them.” You’ll
sound like a genius.
Nobody needs to know
that you haven’t watched an
Ivy league basketball game in
your entire life, let alone this
season. And trust me, no one
blames you. If you pick the
correct champion you should
at least be in the hunt to win
the pool and the compliments
of your friends, because dol
lars would be immoral.
Enjoy the tournament
while you can, and don’t rip
your bracket up when you lose.
It’s only a couple of bucks (I
mean compliments) anyway.

St. Patrick’s Day: The holiday we deserve

BY PARKER MURRAY
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

t. Patrick’s Day - a
day dedicated to
pinching friends
and strangers if
they don’t wear
the color green, as well as a
day dedicated to bringing
together people of all shapes
and sizes under one shared
love: consumption.
It’s a day of green beer, Bai
ley’s, and Irish car-bombs. It’s a
day of wearing four-leaf clovers
because that’s the only Irish
thing you know besides Lucky

Charms. It’s a day of being day
drunk because we, as a nation,
need, no, deserve a holiday to
drink excessively from sunrise
to sunset. It is St. Patrick’s Day,
and what a lovely day it is.
It’s not every day you can
forgo all of your responsibili
ties, to go out to the bar and
spend your grocery money
on shots with strangers. Sure,
you don’t have anything
going on Sunday, but if you
drink all day on something
that isn’t a “nationally recog
nized holiday,” then you’ll be
labeled as an alcoholic.
You’re an adult, you do
adult things. Sundays are
dedicated to your adult life,
like going to the gym or doing
taxes. St. Patrick’s Day is a day
for you to forget your woes,
it’s a day for you to forget what
tomorrow is, it’s a day for you
do nothing but consume. It’s
the Thanksgiving of drinking.
St. Patrick’s Day is a day
to give thanks to your friends
two blocks away that you

sometimes party with, it’s a
day to give thanks to malts,
to yeasts, to the big corpora
tions that make it possible
for you to spend a day being
completely unproductive
with your friends, who you’re
pretty sure took your copy of
“Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of
Time” for the Nintendo 64.
It’s a day that only comes
once a year, a day that lets
us be adults and drink all
day because we, as adults,
need a holiday to tell us that
it’s OK to drink all day.
Legend states that those
who decide not to drink on
St. Patrick’s Day are doomed
to forever walk this Earth as a
friendless scrub. If you don’t
want to be cursed for the rest
of your days, then maybe
you should go to the bar and
drink — that green Bud Lite
is not going to drink itself.
Why would you not want
to go out on St. Patrick’s Day?
What are you, a friendless
scrub? There’s so much to

offer when you needlessly
consume with a group of
people you only barely know.
What if you have things to
do? This is America. What
in the world could be more
important than celebrating a
holiday dedicated to a drug?
I’ll tell you what you need
to do - you need to go to the
local liquor store and grab a
can of Guinness and shotgun
it on the spot. If you missed
out on St. Patrick’s Day, you
need to do your Irish ances
tors right by celebrating the
way you think they would.
Even after St. Patrick’s
Day ends, it doesn’t mean
that you can’t still carry
the values that you learned
throughout the day, like
wearing the color green
and beer-bonging through
a green tube instead of
the normal tube. But just
remember, this day comes
once a year, you can only
drink all day once a year, no
matter the occasion.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
WHAT TYPE OF TRAITS DO YOU THINK OTHER PEOPLE ASSOCIATE WITH LAKERS?
ASHLYN ROWELL

DAVID BREWER

"Diverse, open-minded, passionate and edu
cated.”

“We re down to Earth.”

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Secondary education. English
HOMETOWN: Cascade. Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Accounting
HOMETOWN: Rochester. Michigan

ANDRE BOWSER

SYDNEY TYUS

"Caring, friendly and loving.”

"Leadership, well-rounded individuals and
dedicated.”

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Inti. Business, mariagement info, systems
HOMETOWN: Bitburg. Germany

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Management and international business
HOMETOWN: Farmington Hills. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

Baker from the Wichita State
Shockers. Not only is ‘Shock
ers’ one of the best mascots
in the tournament, trailing
only ‘Seawolves’ and ‘Jackrabbits,’ old man Ron has literally
been in college for eight years.
Being the big man on campus
for just one year would be
enough for me, but Ron has
been the man for eight years.
Must be nice. (OK, it’s not ac
tually eight years, but it might
as well have been.)
Filling out a bracket is
a time-honored tradition
come tournament time.
Sorry I wasn’t there to help
you fill yours out, hopefully
you picked the correct 12
seeds, and hopefully you
entered a pool to really test
your skills. And while gam
bling is illegal, a couple of
dollars never hurt anyone.

HUMOR

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
AUDRA GAMBLE
HANNAH LENTZ
MADDIE FORSHEE
A.A. KNORR
CLAIRE FISHER
ASHLYN KORIENEK

nament has it all, and it never
fails to disappoint.
The only way to absorb all
of this is to fully engage, so
you better find a TV or two,
a couch and your hopefully
not already busted bracket •
and hunker down.
Haven’t watched much
basketball all year? Fear not,
the tournament is designed for
the casual fan. To the dismay of
hardcore fans, the announcers
will fill you in on everything
you missed throughout the
season. At this point, you
should latch on to a team
or a player that is in no way
associated with state of North
Carolina, more specifically
Duke and ‘Coach K.’ (They
made an entire documentary
on why people hate Duke and
it’s totally justified.)
Myself, I would pick Ron
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Art2Park

TOP TEN

oting for the top 10
Art2Park designs ends
March 27. The winner
will be announced on
April 7.
During the final round, each voter
will choose one design to win the com
petition.
Each year, the Art2Park competi
tion receives hundreds of applications
from students at Grand Valley State
University.
Designers were asked to utilize their
creativity while also following univer

sity trademark and logo standards.
Any student was able to submit a
design for the competition regardless
of experience or major.
The winner of the annual competi
tion will receive a free parking pass for
the 2016-17 academic year, currently
a $380 value. If the winner cannot use
the pass, the parking permit can be de
ferred to a friend.
To vote, visit, www.gvsu.edu/parking/art2park.
For any further questions, contact
gvpdmarketing@gvsu.edu.

2063419500

DESIGNED BY: TARA ANNIS

DESIGNED BY: ARIEL MAGYAR

DESIGNED BY: STEPHEN DOBRZYNSKI

DESIGNED BY: KENDRA SMITH

DESIGNED BY: CATHERINE BRIEDEN

University
12J4SA78V0

GraniYVuli Y

State University

DESIGNED BY: KATHRYN MULCAHY

DESIGNED BY: NATE KNOTH

DESIGNED BY: VALERIE WOJCIECHOWSKI

DESIGNED BY: ERIK RIFFLE

DESIGNED BY: DANIELLE PAQUETTE

HTM

Hospitality and tourism management major adds new emphasis
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMA N@LAN THORN. COM

he time for class registration for the
2016-17 academic year has arrived,
and students must decide what
classes they will take next year.
Students with an interest in de
veloping and managing recreational activities
may find the perfect fit for themselves in the
newly-developed recreation and leisure manage
ment emphasis within the hospitality and tour
ism management (HTM) major.
The recreation and leisure management
emphasis will prepare students to work profes
sionally in the recreation and leisure fields by
teaching them skills such as how to design, stage,
implement and evaluate a variety of recreation
programs at different agencies.
Scott Rood, the assistant department chair
said recreation and leisure professionals work
in a variety of settings, such as resorts, camps,
YMCAs and municipal park and recreation
agencies throughout the country.
Rood, who was responsible for the devel
opment of this emphasis area, said he saw op
portunities for HTM students to work in the
recreation field during his own professional
experiences while working with attraction
management for water parks and laser tag
businesses, and his service to the profession,
being a board member of the Resort and Com
mercial Recreation Association.
“The addition of the recreation and leisure
emphasis will now provide solid academic theo

ry and underpinnings for these students in addi
tion to expanding their field-work opportunities
beyond resort recreation,” Rood said.
This 15-credit emphasis includes three re
quired courses, including “tourism and recre
ation management,” “fundamentals of recre
ation and leisure programming” and “leadership
in recreation and leisure.”
Students will also choose two additional
classes from, “disability, sport and physical ac
tivity” “grant writing” and “hospitality facilities
management” for a total of six credits.
Within the HTM major, there are four oth
er emphasis areas students can choose from,
including lodging, food service, recreation and
travel services.
Patty Janes, a HTM associate professor said
that HTM courses address a wide range of skills,
which are not only applicable to the HTM profes
sion, but to other industries as well.
For example, HTM students must complete
courses in finance, law, human resources, mar
keting and research, as well as three internships
to gain professional experience.
“Successful HTM students are well round
ed, service oriented and dynamic problem
solvers,” said Janes. “I love having the opportu
nity to work with dynamic GVSU undergrad
uate students who are intelligent, hard working
and creative people.”
Rood said that while many other universi
ties offer a bachelor of science degree in HTM,
GVSU has a unique program in that there are so
many different emphasis areas.
“Students who select this major as a career

realize they will work a large number of hours,
they will face a number of challenges work
ing with operations and serving guests and
employees/volunteers, and their salary will
initially be average,” Janes said. “However, stu
dents who explore this industry want to make
a difference in peoples lives.”

The diverse mix of classes within the HTM
major gives students the tools they need to
face these challenges in the profession, and the
various emphasis areas created will help to give
students an education that will be beneficial to
their individual career goals.

EMPHASIZING OPPORTUNITY: GVSU professor Scott Rood (left) poses with a group of hospitality and
tourism management students at this year’s annual RCRA conference, courtesy | Michael sciarini

YOUR OWN place
YOUR OWN SPACE
Brand New
Fully-furnished
Hardwood style floors
Flat rate utilities
Furry friends are welcome
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It's so nice, you'll want to
replace that old futon.
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FREE WORKSHOP ON SHAKESPEARE AUDITIONS
On March 25. the Louis Armstrong Theatre will fea
ture an event from noon to 3 p.m. with speaker Katherine
Mayberry.
Students interested in auditioning for the fall 2016
Shakespeare Festival production “Measure by Measure,"
directed by Roger Ellis, can sign up at the Louis
Armstrong Theatre box office. Audition dates are April 3
and April 4.
Both of the events are located in Performing Arts
Center Room 1506. Sign up at the box office by calling
(616) 331-2300 or by emailing lanejack@gvsu.edu.
The workshop is free, but space is limited.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH EQUALITEA EVENT
The Grand Valley State University Women’s Center in
vites faculty, staff and students to celebrate the tradition
of enjoying a cup of tea while participating in discussions
of literature, politics and gender reform.
On March 31, the "EqualiTEA" party will take place at
3 p.m., where entertainment and food will be provided.
In addition, Lois Smith Owens, professor in the school of
social work, will be honored for the contributions she has
committed to the GVSU community.
Space is limited, so those interested should reserve a
spot beforehand. A performance will take place featuring
excerpts from Claudia Rankine’s most recent volume of
poetry, "Citizen.”
Contact womenctr@gvsu.edu with questions, com
ments or to save your seat.

ALEX AMINOS SCHOLARSHIP RECITAL
The department of music and dance is hosting the
Alex Aninos Memorial Scholarship Recital at 7 p.m. on
March 25 in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The scholarship was established in memory of Alex
Aninos. to fund an annually awarded scholarship for a
music student who shows potential and positivity. The
recital will showcase many of the talented students of
the department of music and dance. Donations will be
accepted to fund the scholarship.
For more information, call the department of music
and dance office at (616) 331-3484 or visit www.gvsu.
edu/music.
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Tri Sigma hosts their second
annual cupcake competition
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCK@LA N THORN. COM

s the semester
draws to a dose,
students
may
find themselves
overwhelmed
by the intense reality that fi
nals are looming just around
the corner, a mere four weeks
away. The ladies of Grand Val
ley State University’s Tri Sigma
are hosting a sweet event that’s
sure to cure those end-of-thesemester jitters.
Tri Sigma, a GVSU soror
ity with 115 active collegiate
members, will host their sec
ond annual “Cupcake Wars”
event, a competition in which
teams can enter with their
best cupcake recipe to battle
against other cupcake-sawy
contestants. Those who make
it to the final round will have
a chance to earn a prize and
philanthropy money.
“We wanted to have an event
where other chapters, dubs and
students could be involved to
encourage attendance of their
supporters,” said Caitlyn Diroflf,
Tri Sigmas philanthropy chair.
“We also liked the idea of being
able to contribute to additional
charities, since the winner of
the competition is awarded
money to be donated to a phi
lanthropy of their choice.”

t

COMPETITION; The GVSU sorority Tri Sigma prepares the second annual Cupcake Wars, as the competi
tion takes place on March 24. In 2015, the Delta Sigma Phi team won the battle. COURTESY I TRI SIGMA

Tickets to enter the Cupcake
Wars are $5 at the door, and $4
from a sister. The entrance fee
provides a taste of each cupcake
so attendees can then vote for
their favorites, as well as drinks
and access to a “decorate your
own” cupcake station.
Profits from the event will
be donated to the Sigma Sigma
Sigma Foundation, which sup
ports child play therapy, schol
arship and leadership.
“A good way to explain what
play therapy is, that it’s a way to
help sick children heal or un
derstand what they’re going
through better,” said Mikayla
Zaglaniczny, president of Tri
Sigma. “If a young child is go
ing to begin radiation or che
motherapy for a brain tumor,
they might be shown on a doll
what it’s going to look like.
“A number of hospitals ac
tually have play therapy rooms,

or facilities where sick children
in the hospital can go to play
with different toys, and talk
about what they’re at the hospi
tal for and ask questions. It re
ally is a wonderful thing.”
Last year’s event raised $900
in funds. According to Diroff,
a team representing the GVSU
fraternity Delta Sigma Phi won
first place with their “Heaven
in a Bite” cupcake, which had a
cookie baked into it. A snickerdoodle cupcake won the judg
es’ choice category, and a wa
termelon cupcake won in the
“prettiest cupcake” category.
“We hope that everyone
who walks through our house
enjoys their time at the event,
and more importantly, enjoys
the cupcakes,” Zaglaniczny
said. “We will have a station
where guests can decorate their
own cupcakes. We will also
have a station where guests can

make coloring books that will
be taken to the Helen DeVos
Children’s Hospital.”
Cupcake Wars will take
place at the Sigma Sigma Sigma
House on Thursday at 8 p.m.
located at Grand Village, 5050
Pierce St. in Allendale.
“One big reason that this
fundraiser is successful is be
cause of the support and re
sources provided by the Greek
community,”
Diroff said.
“While a lot of the attendees are
Greek, all students are encour
aged to participate.”
In addition to Cupcake
Wars, Tri Sigma plans to par
ticipate in Relay for Life this
April, and is working to be
come a part of Sigma Kappa’s
annual Battle of the Valley
Girls. In the Fall, the girls will
be hosting Sigma Fall Fest,
which invites student to cel
ebrate autumn with Tri Sigma.

CELEBRATING WOMEN AWARDS
On March 29, the Grand Valley State University
Women’s Commission will host an annual ceremony
in conjunction with the Women’s Center, the women,
gender and sexuality department and Positive Black
Women.
Starting at 3 p.m., the Celebrating Women Awards
will recognize men and women from the GVSU commu
nity who have made an impact on the lives of women.
Those interested in attending should reserve a spot
before the event. For more information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/wcommission.

RELAY FOR LIFE SILENT AUCTION AT GV
Grand Valley State University’s campus dining is host
ing their annual Relay for Life silent auction.
On March 31, stop by the Thornapple Room from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. to bid on GVSU apparel, gift baskets, a
snowboard and other items.
In addition, 100 percent of proceeds go to the cam
pus dining Relay for Life Team benefitting the American
Cancer Society.
For more information, contact campus dining at
gvsufood@gvsu.edu or (616)-331-3016.

SUSTAINABILITY CHAMPIONS RECOGNIZED
Join the Grand Valley State University Administration,
Dean Anne Hiskes and Mayor Rosalynn Bliss speak at the
2016 Sustainability Champion Awards.
The champions chosen have demonstrated their sup
port by using their words and individual efforts. Those
recognized are GVSU’s leaders in sustainability practices.
On April 1 from noon to 1 p.m., stop by the Grand
River Room in the Kirkhof Center to find out who will be
awarded.

FAITtfc On March 23, the Kaufman Interfaith Institute hosted "Reli
gious and Spiritual Identity” during the festival. GVL | SARA CARTE

TRADITIONS

Students celebrate culture at GV
Annual Intercultural Festival consolidates to draw bigger crowds
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

estivals offer the
chance to indulge
in entertainment,
activities and, of
course, try free
food. However, they also pro
vide the opportunity to try
something new and learn about
diversity. At Grand Valley State
University, the Intercultural
Festival has become a tradition
to ensure students experience
culture in an interactive way.
The 2016 Intercultural Fes
tival, hosted by the Laker Tra
ditions Team, took place from
March 22 to March 24. During
the week, various events were
hosted by GVSU clubs and
organizations, however many
events will happen throughout
the day Thursday.
Noelle Milad, coordinator
of the event, said the festival
became a tradition in 2005,
but later transitioned into an
official annual event in 2012,
when the Laker Traditions
Team was established.
The festival, Milad said, cel
ebrates diversity at GVSU with
the understanding that culture
represents human traits defined
not only by one’s ethnicity.
“I think that GVSU is recog
nizing diversity very well. We
are making a lot of progress,
and we are doing it more than

has been done before,” she said.
“We have a long way to go and
progress to be made, but I think
people are embracing culture at
Grand Valley and showcasing it
to their peers in new ways.”
Last year, Milad said the
festival was a week-long
process with small scattered
events throughout each day.
By condensing the process
into three days, the festival
can now encompass diversity
issues on a larger scale with
fewer featured events.
“Grand Valley is an ever
growing diverse campus, and
it’s imperative that we support
each and every student for
who they are, and the unique
characteristics they bring to the
campus,” Milad said. “Taking
on the event this year, I really
wanted to focus on small cul
tural or special interest organi
zations that have a huge impact
on the culture of our universityT
The 2016 schedule featured
more than 10 events.
Here are some of the high
lights of the festival:
Tuesday, March 22
To kick off the festival, the
Muslim Student Association
hosted “Wear-A-Hijab Day”
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center’s Lobby.
Students were encouraged
to try on hijabs, express how
they felt and take photos to
post on the MSA Facebook

page for awareness.
Jesse Bernal, vice president
of the Division of Inclusion
and Equity at GVSU, revealed
the fall 2015 Campus Climate
Survey results at 4 p.m. in the
Mary Idema Pew Multipurpose
Room. Those who attended
could ask questions and learn
more about the university’s
2016-21 strategic plan.
The only event to feature
multiple cultural groups, “All
Around the World” offered stu
dents the chance to learn about
the GVSU’s opportunity to
learn more about diversity and
culture. The event took place at
the Pere Marquette from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m., where several GVSU
student organizations were pre
sented at the event.
Wednesday, March 23
The Duke’s Ball Renais
sance Festival offered the
chance for students to learn
about different eras, weapons,
cultures and lifestyles related
to the Renaissance. From 5
p.m to 10 p.m., the event was
hosted in the Kirkhof Center’s
Room 2263, where various
weapons were on display.
To end the night, GVSU’s
Italian Club shared the “Choc
olate History of Italy” along
with providing samples of
tasty Italian sweets. Starting at
7 p.m., guest speaker Francine
Segan, a food and cultural his
torian, presented in Kirkhof’s
Grand River Room.

Thursday, March 24
For the final day of the fes
tival, the annual event “Sexy
Accent Night” will take place
in Kirkhof’s Grand River
Room from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
This event celebrates the diver
sity of GVSU’s international
students, along with free food
and entertainment.
Wrapping up the celebra
tion, the GVSU Drag Show for
2016 will begin at 9 p.m. lo
cated at Cook-DeWitt Center.
The Residence Housing Asso
ciation is hosting the event, and
anyone is welcome to attend.
Sean O’Melia, Laker Tra
ditions Team programming
chair, said the Intercultural
Festival is one of the most im
portant Laker traditions, as it
helps to unify different groups
and cultures across campus.
O’Melia expected an excep
tional turnout this year for all
of the featured events.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if all
of the events had filled rooms,
because I know that the coor
dinator and the organizations
have put a lot of effort into the
events,” he said. “Students get to
learn and grow to become cul
turally minded, competent in
dividuals, which is something
that I don’t think many other
events on campus provide.”
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APPETIZERS
BAGELS
BREAKFAST
BRINE
CAKE
CHICKEN
CHILLED
CONVENIENCE
COOKING
CRYSTALS
DEFROST
DEHYDRATE
DESSERT
FAST
F000S
FREEZER
FROZEN
HAMBURGERS
ICE
ICE CREAM
INNOVATION
MEAL
PACKAGES
PANCAKES
PRECOOKED
PRESERVE
REHEAT
SHOPPING
STOCKED
SUPERMARKET
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tAWSON NAMED PITCHER
OF THE WEEK FOR SECOND
WEEK IN A ROW
» Grand Valley State pitcher
Kyle Lawson was named the
teLIAC North Division Pitcher
of the Week for the second
consecutive week, following his
impressive performance on the
mound against No. 15 University
of Indianapolis on March 19.
Lawson, a junior, allowed
one unearned run. five hits,
walked three batters and
struck out four in seven innings
as the Lakers took a 3-1 victory
over the Greyhounds.
The win puts Lawson at 3-0 in
his last three starts with an 0.85
ERA in those three games. Lawson
is now 3-1 on the year with a 3.91
ERA. He ranks No. 11 in the confer
ence in strikeouts with 20.
Lawson’s back-to-back player
of the week awards mark the
second time in program history
that a GVSU pitcher has won the
award in consecutive weeks.
The first and only other to
do so was former GVSU pitcher
Patrick Kelly, who accomplished
the feat last season (March 31 April 6).
Including Lawson and Kelly,
only four players ever have
won the award in consecutive
weeks in program history.
The other two—both skillposition players—are Kyle
Gendron (April 26, 2010 May 3, 2010) and Giancarlo
Brugnoni (April 14, 2014 - April
21. 2014).

LACROSSE RANKED EIGHTH
IN LATEST POLL
Grand Valley State’s lacrosse
team is ranked eighth in the
latest IWLCA Division II coaches’
poll, moving up one spot from
ninth in last week’s poll.
The Lakers made history last
week when they earned their
first top-10 ranking in program
history.
The Lakers (2-3) are seven
points behind No. 7 Mercyhurst
(5-1) and are 13 points behind
No. 6 Lock Haven (6-0), mak
ing it the closest the Lakers
have ever been to a top-five
ranking.
The Lakers are 29 points
ahead of No. 9 West Chester
(5-1), which they swapped
spots with in this week’s poll.
The Lakers also moved up one
spot in the Nike/Lacrosse Magazine
media poll, placing ninth.

THE SKIPPER: Grand Valley State head coach Mike Williams shares his thoughts with a referee during GVSU’s 63-42 win over Hillsdale at Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 30.
The Lakers downed Pittsburg State in the NCAA Division II Tournament quarterfinals, and played Alaska-Anchorage late at night on March 23. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

f Grand Valley State’s
womens basketball team
is still classified as the
Cinderella of the NCAA
Division II Tournament,
the Lakers aren’t wearing just any old
glass slippers.
Those slippers are steel-toed.
The Lakers (26-9) defeated No. 2
seed Pittsburg State (29-6) 59-56 in the
Elite Eight on March 22, and advance
to their second Final Four appearance
in school history. They are set to face
No. 2 seed Alaska-Anchorage (37-2)
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota on March
23.
The Final Four appearance comes
in GVSU coach Mike Williams’ first
year as head coach.
“(The players) exceeded my expec

tations,” Williams said. “I don’t know points of the game for the Gorillas.
if they’ve exceeded theirs, I think they
GVSU forward Bailey Cairnduff
always believed they had the potential answered the Burgess 3-pointer with
to do this, which I think
mmm
a contested layup to put
was good, but from my
the Lakers back on top,
standpoint, being a first57-56. It was the final
“These players,
year head coach, I didn’t
lead change in a game
the assistant
know what to expect.
that featured 11 lead
coaches, made
“Sometimes it goes
changes and eight ties.
the other way. These
Burgess, a sopho
sure that we
players did not let that
more who leads the
stayed on the
happen. These players,
team in scoring (18
right
path and
the assistant coaches,
points per game) and
made sure that we
was an All-MLAA First
got it done.”
stayed on the right path
Team selection, made
and got it done.”
two key mistakes that
MIKE WILLIAMS
With just 1:36 re
may follow her into the
GVSU HEAD COACH
maining in the game
offseason. Following the
against Pittsburg State,
Cairnduff layup, GVSU
the Lakers lost the lead when the Go guard Janae Iangs drew a charging
rillas’ leading scorer Mikaela Burgess foul after Burgess tried barreling into
drained a 3-pointer to make it 56- the paint for a layup.
55. Those three points were the final
GVSU forward Taylor Parmley

had two shot attempts on the ensuing
possession, but was unable to convert,
giving the Gorillas another shot to
take the lead with 36 seconds remain
ing in the game.
Burgess, however, mishandled the
ball at the top of the arc, and Parm
ley stole the ball, leading a fast break
down the other end. She missed the
initial layup, but grabbed her own
miss and was fouled with 16 seconds
left in the game. She had an opportu
nity to make it a three-point game at
the line.
After going 4-of-9 from the line in
the first half, Parmley sank both free
throws to make her a 4-of-4 from the
line in the second half, forcing the Go
rillas to go for a 3-pointer.
“It was great that we got that steal,

SEE WBB | A8

FOOTBALL

GV tabs new running back coach
Hatcher played for Lakers, coached at Wartburg College

LACROSSE HOME OPENER
RESCHEDULED
Grand Valley State’s lacrosse
team was scheduled to face
McKendree for its home and
GLIAC opener on March 24,
but expected poor weather has
pushed the game to March 25.
The game will take place at
2 p.m. at the GVSU Lacrosse
Stadium. The Lakers will try to
get their record (2-3) to .500
and carry their momentum
from their non-conference
schedule into GLIAC play.
GVSU will also host the
University of Indianapolis on
March 26 at 1 p.m.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
iiiiiiiiiiiimiiimimiinmiiHimmmmiiimimiiim

M. TENNIS
Friday 1 p.m. at Indianapolis
Saturday at Missouri - St. Louis
(Indianapolis)

TAILBACK STABLE: Former Grand Valley State running back Kirk Spencer (27) celebrates with wide receiver Joe Robbins (8) after a Laker touchdown during GVSU’s
45-28 playoff win over Ashland on Nov. 22 in Ashland, Ohio. GVSU recently signed former defensive back Mike Hatcher as the running back coach. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

LACROSSE
Friday 2 p.m. vs McKendree
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Indianapolis
MEN’S GOLF
Friday-Saturday at GLIAC South
Invitational (Lexington, Kentucky)
TRACK AND FIELD
Friday-Saturday at Raleigh Relays
(Raleigh, North Carolina)
BASEBALL
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Saginaw Valley
State

fter wading through 100 applicants
in search of the next running back
coach, the Grand Valley State football
program found its man. He’s a laker,
through and through.
Mike Hatcher, a GVSU alumnus and former
laker defensive back, was tabbed as GVSU’s new
running back coach late last week. Hatcher replaces
former coach Matt Yoches, who left to take a posi
tion as the director of football operations at Miami
(Ohio).
"It’s definitely something that I always wanted
to do,” Hatcher said of returning to coach at GVSU.
“Not a lot of times a guy gets to play at a great univer
sity and coach at a great university... It holds a special
place in my heart.”
Hatcher graduated from GVSU in 2013, and

DOWNLOAD
OUR APP......

headed to Division III
Wartburg College as a
running back coach.
Wartburg, an accom
plished Division III
program, steam rolled
its way to a 9-1 record
last season. Wartburg’s
offense was effective
both through the air
and on the ground,
as the team averaged
NEW FACE: Mike Hatcher
36.7 points per con
COURTESY | WARTBURG
test. The rushing at
tack picked up 2,072
yards and contributed 31 touchdowns on the season.
For GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell, Hatcher
was the perfect fit.
"He wasn’t hired because he played football here,
but that was something that definitely worked to his

favor,” he said. “He knows this university, this ath
letic department, this football program and for me,
he kind of checked a lot of boxes I was looking for.”
With its status as a perennial Division II pow
erhouse, GVSU is a coveted location for coaches
looking to build resumes and work their way up the
coaching ladder. Mitchell said getting 100 applica
tions isn’t out of the ordinary when a position opens.
Though Hatcher was a defensive back for the
Lakers, he’ll handle the running backs as a coach,
just as he did at Wartburg.
“Coaching is coaching,” Hatcher said. “The big
gest thing you have to be able to do is relate to peo
ple, No. 2 be able to teach people and No. 3 develop
a relationship. I believe that everything else can be
learned. Those three things, they aren’t naturally
learned, it’s just something you kind of develop and

SEE HATCHER | A8
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New club on the block
Laker golf club introduces itself to campus
BY BRENDAN MCMAHON
BMCMAHON(a)LANTHORN.COM

lub sports have long been a great
way for Grand Valley State stu
dents to get involved and play the
sports they love while attending
college. The combination of fun
and competition makes playing club sports a
unique way for students to get more involved
and enjoy their college experience.
The Grand Valley State club golf team is
the newest club sport on campus. But is the
cost of joining worth the experience?
The club started in the fall and competed
in two tournaments. The Lakers finished in
ninth place at their first tournament at Stonehedge Golf Course in Kalamazoo, Michigan
and placed fifth in the following tournament at
GVSU s own Meadows Golf Course.
In both tournaments, the Lakers compet
ed against established clubs from large uni
versities such as the University of Michigan,
Michigan State, Bowling Green State, Ferris
State, Western Michigan and more.
“We didn’t really care what place we
finished in, it was still a lot of fun,” said
sophomore Jason Kenyon.
The club is less focused on results than the
community and culture of the organization. The
club now has 11 members and is still growing as
it is only in its first year as an organization.
“Were accepting of all members, no tryout
needed,” said freshman Aaron Muscaro.
■ Not only is Muscaro a club golfer, he
also plays a role on the club’s board. He
handles plenty of responsibilities, most
importantly gaining support from the uni
versity and growing the club.
The club board has its hands full with a new,
rapidly growing club. The club hurried to gain
membership to the Meadows Golf Course just
months ago, and also became a new member
of the National College Club Golf Association.
Those big developments did not come easy.
“The toughest part was just getting consistent
people to join,” said sophomore Matthew Kulie,
one of the founding members of the organization.
The club struggled to gain members ear
lier in the year, making money a problem.
Membership to join the club golf team was

WBB
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it was great that I made those two free
throws,” Parmley said. “I was giving
just all I had at that point.”
On the final possession of the
game, the Gorillas tried to get the
ball to Burgess, who was unable to
get open. With time draining, Goril
las’ center Cathy Brugman launched
a 3-pointer from well behind the arc,
but the shot was way off mark, bounc
ing off the backboard and into Langs’
hands. The Gorillas made no attempt

P

TEEING OFF: Grand Valley State golf club president Aaron Muscaro hits a drive at the Meadows Golf Course in Allendale. Muscaro is one of 11 members for
the GVSU golf club, which just formed. The club will compete in its first spring tournament from April 2-3 in Ypsilanti, Michigan. COURTESY | AARON MUSCARO

$50 for the 2015-16 season. Next season,
the membership rate is increasing to $400.
“Its a pretty good deal,” Kulie said. “For
that price you get a membership at the Mead
ows for unlimited golf and range time.”
Not only does the fee cover golf expenses to
play at the Meadows for the whole year, but it
also goes to apparel and tournament expenses.

to foul and the buzzer sounded, giving
the Lakers the win.
The Lakers outrebounded the Go
rillas 42-32, despite the Gorillas hav
ing a big size advantage with forwards
Brugman (6-foot-1-inch) and Kylie
Gafford (6-foot-2-inches). The two
combined for just 16 points on 5-of-19
shooting and only eight boards.
The 56-point total for the Pittsburg
State was its lowest scoring output all
season.
“We played great defense down
the stretch,” Parmley said. “We didn’t
let them get to the foul line, which is
what our game plan was. We had some

Golf aside; by joining the GVSU golf
club, members gain access into a quality
community of individuals who enjoy golf.
“Its a great opportunity especially if you love
to golf a lot,” Kenyon said. “Its serious, but its very
not serious because were all just having fun.”
The club is somewhat optimistic about ne
gotiating the $400 fee even lower, depending on

people get some really big boards
down the stretch: Janae (Langs), Bailey
(Cairnduff), and overall we just played
as a team. We just kept grinding it out.”
Burgess was held to zero first half
points on 0-of-4 shooting, and scored
all of her 13 points in the second half.
She finished with three of the team’s
six turnovers, including two crucial
late mistakes.
Parmley, a redshirt freshman, post
ed her first career double-double with
19 points and 11 boards. Piper Tucker
finished with nine points and nine
boards. Langs had nine points and five
rebounds.

how well it fundraises this spring and summer.
The Lakers have high hopes for their
two tournaments coming up this spring
season. The first tournament is April
2-3 at Eagle Crest Golf Club in Ypsilanti,
Michigan. The second tournament is the
following weekend, April 9-10, at Eagle
Eye Golf Club in Bath, Michigan.

The Lakers will now face No. 2
seed Alaska-Anchorage on March 23
at 9:30 p.m. The Seawolves are the No.
4-ranked team in the nation, and have
a whopping 37 wins on the season.
The last and only other time the lakers
made the Final Four was in the 2005-06
season, when they went on to win the
Division II national championship.
Time will tell if another champion
ship appearance is in the cards for the
Lakers.
“The mood of the team is just ex
cited,” Parmley said. “It’s a great oppor
tunity to go out and play We’ve still got
nothing to lose, being a lower seed, no

*--- 5----- X-----1

one expected us to be here.
“Were just putting it all on the line
and just having fun with it, that’s the
most important thing. We love each
other and love each other’s company,
and we’re excited we get to play anoth
er game together.”

The Lakers played in
the Final Four at
9:30 p.m. on March 23
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
fOR THE CAME
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Hair on the head
5. Cirques
9. Thai (var.)
12. S. China seaport
13. Swiss river
14. Unstressed-stressed
15. Beginner Dr. Suess book
18. Begetter
19. Singer__Lo Green
20. Shaded promenades
21. Not wet
22. Grow weary
23. Philippine Island or it's
seaport
25. Teeter-totter
28. Not alive
30. Golf scores
31. Tap gently
33. Ancient ointment

34.
35.
36.
37.
39.
40.
42.
44.
45.
46.
48.
49.
52.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

Constitution Hall org.
Icelandic poems
Citrus drink suffix
Detailed design criteria
Dignified manner
New York island
Clods
Camera optic
Add sound into a film
Ringworm
Tablet
Defense Department
3rd “Star Wars” film
Raincoats
Restaurant
Head fronts
Bum residue
Immature newt
After ones

CLUES DOWN
1. “Dragon Tattoo" actress
2. Received an A grade
3. No (Scottish)
4. Very long period of time
5. Crafty A shrewd
6. Hourly payment for services
7. Married woman
8. More disreputable
9. F Lamas' 3rd wife Arlene
10. 11-23-14 awards show
11. Big Blue
12. Million gallons per day
(abbr.)
14. Runs out of gear
16. Beige
17. Nostrils
21. Unit of loudness
22. Czar
23. Insert mark
24. Doctor of Education
26.___ Adaba
27. Walk with your feet in
water
28 Genetic information carrier

29. Great St. Louis bridge
builder
30. Political action committee
32. Cast out
34. Cub Scout groups
35. Voltage
37. Guide
38. Self-mortification
41. Alder genus
42. Awadh
43. Blood type
45. Meeting arranged
46. Green, black and oolong
47. It causes scratching
48. Slang saying of disbelief
49. Art____ , 1920’s design
50. Lyrics
51. Show disrespect to
52. Returned material autho
rization, abbr.
53. Clod or lummox
54. Computerized
money
movement
55. Mandible A maxilla

ANSWERS ON PG 10

CALM AND COLLECTED: Redshirt freshman Taylor Parmley hoists a free throw during Grand Valley State s 71-47 win over Northwood at
Fieldhouse Arena on Jan. 24. Parmley recorded a double-double with 19 points and 11 boards in GVSU’s Elite Eight win. GVL | Kevin sielaff

HATCHER
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something you have a feel for.”
GVSU has built a sort of coaching
pipeline with Wartburg over the years.
Laker offensive coordinator Tim Morri
son both played and coached at Wartburg,
quarterbacks coach Matt Vitzthum played
there and co-defensive coordinator Jim
Walsh was also a coach at Wartburg.

Hatcher was a four-year starter for
GVSU during his career, was named
the Lakers’ Rookie of the Year in his
freshman season, and was named cap
tain during his senior year. Over the
course of his career, Hatcher racked
up 111 tackles, 28 pass breakups and
three interceptions in 42 games.
Returning to GVSU so soon after
graduation for Hatcher is nothing
short of a fanciful cliche.
“If I had to explain it in one word, it’s

‘phenomenal,”’ Hatcher said. “It’s some
thing I’m really grateful about and some
thing I can’t thank the people at Wartburg
and the people (at GVSU) enough to con
sider me for a position. It’s something I
think I’ve earned, I’ve worked my butt oflfT
The Lakers finished 12-3 in the
2015 season, and advanced to the
NCAA Division II semifinals before
falling to Shepherd, 34-32. GVSU
will open its 2016 season with a home
game against Tiffin on Sept. 1.

MARCH 24, 2016
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AT THE BAT: Junior Jenna Lenza checks to the coach for signs during Grand Valley State’s doubleheader against Saginaw Valley State on April 15, 2015. Lenza and the Lakers are off to a strong start in the 2016
campaign, and recently won one and lost one against in-region opponent Lewis. GVSU will hit the road as it begins GLIAC play with a pair of doubleheaders against Ashland and Lake Erie. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

GV drops second game in walk-off fashion against Flyers
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

riven to dead
center field and
crash-landing
next
to
the
flag
American
blowing in the wind, junior
Ellie Balbach’s second home
run of the season set the tone
early. But, late heroics by the
Lewis Flyers on the last hit of
the series brought the Lakers
back down to Earth.
The Grand Valley State softball team (15-3) split a doubleheader against in-region GLVC
opponent Lewis (13-14) on
March 22. Balbach gave the
Lakers’ offense liftoff in the first
game with all four RBIs in a 4-0
shutout, but the performance
was eventually eclipsed in the
second game by a Flyers’ walkoff winner to defeat GVSU, 3-2.
Timely hitting stood out
as the difference-maker in
both games. The Lakers, av
eraging 5.75 runs per game
coming into the doublehead
er, only managed to plate six

runs over the two games.
“We didn’t play terrible
by any stretch,” said GVSU
head coach Dana Callihan.
“In the first game we got key
hits when we needed them.
Second game we just hit some
right at them and .couldn’t
manage to find the gaps.”
Starting with a strong pitch
ing display in the first game,
sophomore Courtney Rein
hold hurled a complete game
two-hitter to improve her re
cord to 4-0 on the season.
The defense behind Re
inhold deserved the bulk of
the credit by recording 19 of
the 21 outs, which included
a diving catch from senior
right fielder Chelsea Horvath
to end the sixth inning.
“I definitely pitch more
to get grounders and pop
ups,” Reinhold said. “So, just
knowing they are behind me
100 percent, and as long as I
do my job they will do theirs,
it’s an awesome feeling to
have that backup.”
Following Balbach’s threerun blast in the top of the first
inning, she looped a gappcr

to left-center for an RBI dou
ble in her second, and last atbat in the third inning before
getting pulled for pinch run
ner Ali Vander Meer.
Senior McKenze Supemaw
was the only other Laker to col
lect two hits, and crossed home
plate on both occasions while
Balbach effectively executed
her role as the clean-up hitter.
“First inning you bounced
a pitcher around a bit and
you get the momentum,”
Callihan said. “That’s huge.
That gives confidence to our
pitcher and defense and we
have done that a few times
(this season) in getting early
run support. That didn’t hap
pen in the second game.”
Freshman Allison Lipovsky took the ball for the
Lakers in the rematch roughly
30 minutes later. Sporting
a 6-0 record and 0.82 ERA
coming into the contest, Lipovsky uncharacteristically
had to work out of trouble
early in the first inning.
First, she gave up 4 leadoff
home run that looked eerily
similar to Balbach’s deep shot

in the first game. That was
then followed by two Laker
fielding errors on grounders
up the middle.
But, Lipovsky limited the
damage to only one run af
ter consecutive strikeouts
stranded the runners on sec
ond and third base to end the
opening frame.
The
Flyers,
however,
doubled their lead to 2-0 in
the next inning. Yet, it could
have been much worse, as
Lipovsky got out of another
jam with runners on second
and third base again.
GVSU played small ball
in the top of the fifth to pull
a run back. Sophomore Teagan Shomin singled up the
middle and was moved over
to second base on a sacrifice
bunt by classmate AJ Castle.
Horvath then brought Sho
min home on another single
just out of the reach of the
Lewis pitcher.
In the bottom half of the
fifth frame, senior Sara Andrasik replaced Lipovsky in
the circle and tossed a pair of
1-2-3 innings to keep the Lak

ers within a run.
One of the worst breaks
for GVSU came in the top of
the sixth. A line drive head
ing to right field off the bat of
freshman Shannon Flaherty
was caught and turned into
a double play as junior Jenna
Lenza took off on contact
from first base.
“We had some hard shots,
just right at people,” Calli
han said. “We battled, but I
don’t think we hit as well as
we can hit.”
The ill-timed double
play didn’t discourage the
Lakers from completing the
comeback.
Leading off the seventh
inning and down to GVSU’s
final three outs, the righthanded Shomin unleashed on
a 1-1 pitch and showed some
opposite field power on a solo
home run to left to tie the
game at two apiece.
Castle then singled to right
in the next at-bat and the Lak
ers played small ball again on
a sacrifice bunt to move pinch
runner Tanner Kiessel over
to second base. But, another

costly fly-out double play pre
vented GVSU from scoring
the go-ahead run.
That run was desperately
needed in the bottom half
of the frame. The Flyers got
their first hit off Andrasik
with one out, and then with
two outs Carley Maupin de
livered a walk-off single. The
ball dropped in over the head
and just out of reach of the left
fielder Kelsey Dominguez.
It was an admirable rally,
but Shomin wasn’t going to
take that as a consolation prize.
“Losing sucks all around.
So, it doesn’t matter that we
came back at all,” she said. “I
mean, a loss is a loss. All wins
feel great the same and all losses
hurt just as bad. It is what it is.
“I have complete faith that
we will come back from this,
better than before. This defi
nitely is a learning experience.”
The Lakers begin confer
ence play this weekend in
Ohio with back-to-back dou
bleheaders against Ashland
(9-10) starting at noon on
March 25 and Lake Erie (8-8)
at 1 p.m. on March 26.

TRACK AND FIELD
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BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

ine weekends. Thirteen
out-of-state venues. Nine
states.
That’s the schedule
that lies in front of the
Grand Valley State track and field
teams.
Road trip locations feature sites
such as Long Beach and Stanford,
California, Orlando and Bowling
Green, Kentucky.
. Not all athletes travel to each lo
cation. Sometimes it’s just the sprint
ers and hurdlers. Sometimes it’s only
the long distance runners. Some
times it’s just the jumpers. SomeJynes it’s only the field events. And
Sometimes, it’s a combination.
In the end, all the nationwide
traveling comes down to one thing:
finding warm weather.
“Early in the season, we’re chas
ing the weather,” said sprints and
hurdles coach Alan Dunson. “It’s too
cold and unpredictable in Michi
gan, so you have to chase the warm
weather and chase better competi
tions later in the season.”
Junior triple jump specialist Samora Nesbitt loves all the traveling.
“It gives us a chance to get to bet
ter weather and better meets and
to see new competition,” he said. “I
know the distance runners go out to
California because it’s not as hot. For
throwers, jumpers and sprinters, we
like to go south because it’s the best
warm weather. California is a little
bit cooler and I think (the distance
runners) get an altitude conversion
also. It really helps us get the best
performance that we can.”
Sophomore sprinter Angie Ritter
described the pros and cons of all the
travel as a “happy medium.
“There are both some perks and
some negatives,” she said.
These
are
student-athletes,
not professionals. These men and
women have to balance dedication
to their sport alongside school, and
make it all work.
“It can be very stressful,” Ritter said.
“Sometimes it seems like when we’re
on a trip and we’re not competing,
we’re studying or doing homework.
“My social life definitely suffers.
I feel like I never talk to anyone any
more now that the season is going,
only my teammates and coaches.”
Another downside is the amount
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of time spent in the car, bus, van or
other mode of transportation. It’s
not uncommon for trips to take 15
to 20 hours one way.
“It’s just kind of hard,” Nesbitt
said. “After your body is sitting for so
long, it feels like the first day is kind
of shaking out and getting your body
used to not being sitting, and then
you start to get back into the groove.”
Both Ritter and Nesbitt have their
own ways of rebounding from the
cramped conditions during travel.
“I compete on day two of most
meets,” Nesbitt said. “So usually I have
an extra day of not traveling.”
Ritter has a different mindset.
“I think it’s more of a mental thing,”
she said. “We try to travel a day in ad
vance so our bodies have time to recu
perate, but travel doesn’t seem to affect
me that much. Yes, it’s awful and legs
feel heavy in the car, but I hop out of
the car and I’m almost good to go.”
Though the team itself is fragment
ed into smaller, fluctuating groups as
different athletes head to different lo
cations throughout the season, chem
istry and bonding flourishes.
“I think it brings us closer with that
group that we’re travelling with,” Nes
bitt said. “It makes it harder, obviously,
because the whole team isn’t there,
so were not all there to support each
other, but you’re able to make friends
with people in other events.”
Nesbitt and Ritter said the coach
es switch up roommates to allow
different event specialists to get to
know athletes from other events that
they would have otherwise rarely in
teracted with.
On the team’s first road trip of the
2016 outdoor season, the sprinters,
hurdlers and jumpers went to Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina for the Alan
Connie Shamrock Invitational at
Coastal Carolina University.
“At South Carolina last week, we
went to the beach,” Nesbitt said. “Just
to kind of loosen up and have fun. The
water was cold, but it was a good idea.”
Nesbitt enjoyed South Carolina,
but is still looking forward to two par
ticular venues this season.
“I really like Eastern Illinois,” he
said. “I’m from Illinois, so it’s like
going back home. And then West
ern Kentucky, in the past, has been a
good meet for me. That’s usually the
warmest meet that we’U have, so I re
ally like that meet.”
Without the travel, Ritter would
never have gotten to experience the
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Drake Relays in Des Moines, Iowa,
an event that produced one of her fa
vorite collegiate moments.
“I’m just sitting there, stretching
and getting ready for my race, and
there’s (U.S. Olympic gold medalist)
Sanya Richards-Ross stretching and
warming up right next to me,” she said.

Lakers spread out across the
country during spring seasor

“It was really cool to be five feet away
from several Olympic gold medalists.”
Ritter hopes to compete at the
Drake Relays again in the future.
At least part of the Laker team
will compete in nine different states,
including Michigan, over the course
of the short outdoor season. Most re

cently, some of the pole vaulters made
a trip to Florida, while the sprint
ers, hurdlers and jumpers traveled
to South Carolina. The long distance
runners will make their first trip of
the season coming up as they head to
Raleigh, North Carolina on March 25
and 26 for the Raleigh Relays.

HIGH-FLIER: Senior Krista Nauseda prepares to take on the pole vault during the GVSU Tune-Up Meet on Feb. 19 at the Kelly
Family Sports Center. Nauseda and her teammates will travel across the country for meets this spring. OVl I EMILY FRY*
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Eight seniors
play last game
as Lakers fall in
ACHA semis
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICmLANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley State
Division II men’s hock
ey dub fell short in the
hopes of bringing home
a national champion
ship. GVSU (30-5-1) lost to Florida
Gulf Coast, the eventual national
champions, in the ACHA Division II
National Championship semifinals.
After a thrilling overtime vic
tory in the final round of pool play
to send GVSU to the semifinals, the
Lakers were unable to carry mo
mentum into the first period of the
game against FGCU.
“I think we were emotionally and
physically spent,” Forbes said. “We
didn’t do a really good job managing
our emotional and physical resourc
es during pool play.
“There were a lot of highs and lows,
and I think the quick turnaround for
game four just left us flat.”
In the first period, FGCU came
out firing. The Eagles’ potent offense
put the pressure on GVSU goaltender
Jiri Aberle, who saw 18 shots in the
period. The Eagles scored two goals
in the first 12 minutes of play, one
coming from forward Mike Chemello. Chemello is one of five players on
FGCUs active roster with more than
50 points this season.
In desperate need of a goal, the
Lakers’ power play unit answered with

HEAD TAPS: Grand Valley State goaltender Jiri Aberle converses with a teammate after a Division II club game against Michigan State at Georgetown Ice Center on
Jan. 29. Aberle and the Lakers made a deep run through the ACHA Division II Tournament, but fell to Florida Gulf Coast in the national semifinals, gvl | emily frye

two minutes left in the period. Junior
Collin Finkhouse netted a wrist shot
over the goalie’s left shoulder to keep
the Lakers within striking distance.
In the second period, GVSU
found new life. The Lakers played
a more aggressive brand of hockey,
establishing a forecheck and creating
scoring opportunities. Senior An
thony Russo converted on a rebound
after a shot attempt from forward Mi
chael Bishop with five minutes left in
the period to tie the game at 2-2.
It looked like the two teams
would head into the locker room
tied after two periods, but FGCU
stunned the Lakers with a rebound

goal of its own with four seconds left
in the period. Goals in the first and
last minute of a period are killers,
and GVSU was never able to recover.
The Eagles kept the pressure on,
scoring two goals in a minute-anda-half window midway through the
third period. The Lakers then shifted
into full attack mode but were un
able to find the back of the net.
The Lakers’ final push included a
Reede Burnett wrist shot that rico
cheted off of the crossbar, and a dis
allowed goal because of a deflection
from a high stick. A more fortunate
bounce and a no-call from the ref
eree and the Lakers could have been

down a goal with three minutes left
in the game. The Lakers were un
able to convert, however, and head
ed home early.
The loss not only marks the end
of the 2015-16 season, but also the
end of an era for GVSU hockey. The
team had eight seniors on the team
- seniors who have been important
pieces of the program for years.
“There are several players that
have been with me for five years and
we’ve had a pretty good run,” Forbes
said. “Obviously there is some emo
tion that comes with that.”
The Lakers weren’t able to bring
home a national championship,

but anyone who watched the team
play saw a team that fully embod
ies the meaning of a team on and
off the ice. They played the systems
on the ice, and formed bonds off
the ice. The bonds that are formed
on a team are often overlooked in
the realm of sports, but can be im
portant than any piece of hardware
granted at the end of the season.
“The memories made on road
trips, in the locker room, and with this
group of guys is what will stick with
me,” said team captain Zac Strain.
“It would have been nice to win it
all, but I have made relationships that
will last a lifetime.”

TENNIS

A family affair
Siblings Jack and Nicole Heiniger compete for GV tennis
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM

ennis and sib
lings go racketin -racket.
The
Williams sisters,
Serena and Ve
nus, and the top doubles
pairing of the Bryan broth
ers, Bob and Mike, represent
the two most notable pairs of
siblings in the sport.
The Grand Valley State
men’s and women’s tennis
teams feature the Heiniger
siblings.
Older brother Jack Heiniger
and younger sister Nicole Hei
niger team up at GVSU, and
both play a pivotal role in their
respective teams’ success.
As a junior, Jack usu
ally plays in the fourth singles
match as well as the second
doubles pair. Freshman Nicole
plays in the sixth singles match.
The two began playing
tennis at an early age thanks

to their parents, who also
both played tennis. Alongside
their older sister, Rachael the
three siblings competed and
made each other better.
“My dad really started us
off playing at a young age,” Jack
said. “We all started around the
age of 6. My Dad just loves ten
nis and wanted us to play’’
Jack decided to attend
GVSU after finishing a solid
high school career at Munster
High School in Indiana. His
overall record was 87-14 and
he was an all-conference se
lection all four years.
Nicole was intrigued by
GVSU due to Jack’s atten
dance. She finished her high
school career at the same
school with an overall record
of 88-19. She was the No. 1
singles player on the team.
“One time when I came
to see him (at GVSU), I really
loved the school,” she said. “I
really get along well with him.
Him being here at GV definite

ly influenced me to come here.”
Jack arrived at GVSU two
years ago and made an imme
diate impact his freshman sea
son. He ranked second on the
team in singles wins, compiling
an overall record of 21-13 with
a 6-4 record in conference play.
His sophomore year, Jack
only got better. He improved
his singles match record to
23-8, and was a perfect 10-0
in tournaments. His doubles
record vastly improved from
20-18 to 32-7. He was also
able to help the Lakers ad
vance to the second round of
the NCAA Division II Mid
west Regional Tournament.
Nicole still has time to
build her resume as a Laker
tennis player. Currently, how
ever, she is making an imme
diate impact for the women’s
side. She holds a 14-2 overall
record and is undefeated in
dual matches at 6-0. She is
also 1-0 in GLLAC play.
Nicole is still getting ad

DYNAMIC DUO: Siblings Nicole and Jack Heiniger join together in the GVSU Fieldhouse on March 23.
The pair contribute in different capacities for their respective Laker tennis teams. GVL I EMILY FRYE

justed to the college life
style, but thanks to her older
brother, she is able to ease
into the process, especially
since the siblings’ parents are
back home in Illinois.
“(Our parents) come to a
lot of our matches,” she said.
“Its really nice, though, to
have an older sibling on cam
pus. Jack has been really help

ful showing me around, espe
cially in the first few weeks.”
Off the tennis courts, the
two siblings spend their lei
sure time together like any
other good friends. They hang
out and talk about interests.
On the courts, however, it is all
business for the two. They help
each other get better.
“I was glad my prior ex

perience could help her this
summer,” Jack said. “I was
helping her get ready for col
lege tennis by teaching her
some of the small things I
had learned from my college
tennis experience.”
Both siblings hope to help
GVSU tennis to compete pp
the national level.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF

LAKER EXCHANGE

some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange@lanthom.com

A nnr>um.omr;nts

This week, March 19th26th, is Community
Outreach Week.
During this week, current
GVSU students and GVSU
alumni work side by side to
improve our community.
Sian up for one of the many
volunteer opportunities
featured during this week at
http://www gvsu.edu/cow/ev
ents.htm.
This is an excellent
opportunity to network with
GVSU alumni and make a
positive impact on our
community!

Anno u no r* m ft ri t s

This year for the seventh
time, GVSU is competing in
RecycleMania. This year
RecycleMania will run from
January 19th through March
29th. Please help us win this
competition by placing only
non-recyclable materials in
the waste stream. All paper,
cardboard, glass, plastics,
tin, and aluminum should be
recycled. Thanks for your
helpl

Housing

CAMPUS VIEW
SUMMER LEASE
Looking for someone to take
over my lease for
the summer at Campus
View. It is $380/month plus
utilities. I will include my
access card to get into the
pool and the
recreation center at
Campus View. If you have
any Questions don't hesitate
to call. Contact information:
Kathryn Mills. Email:
Millkath@mail.gvsu.edu
Cell: 517-899-2701

ANSWERS

PUZZLES

-

Housing

Housing

Conifer Creek Apartments
offers 4 bedrooms,
4 1/2 baths, garage, cable
and internet included,
washer and dryer in every
unit, 3/4 of a mile from
GVSU, walking distance to
bus stop, restaurants, and
grocery store, lower utility
bills!

Looking for subleaser at
Meadows Crossing from
May 1 -July 15. $479/month
but will negotiate. You will
have your own bedroom and
bathroom. Email at
whitejus@mail.gvsu.edu
if interested.

Still looking for an
apartment in Allendale for
summer? Consider Copper
Beech! Huge bedrooms*
own bathroom. For details,
email Brad at
vaneppsb@mail.gvsu.edu.

Interested in a new
apartment complex? Check
out The Enclave,
located behind Main Street
Pub. Amenities include pool,
grilling area, fitness center
and is pet friendly.
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616 331-2460

Housing

Meadows Crossing has the
best off-campus housing
near Grand Valley. Our
townhomes offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location Our
student apartments are
conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
GVSU.
H m

.1 (l

OR CALL

f

JA

p JL-5

C IF

A

A

M

A

c

r

Tl
a

Q

n

E

s

A

D

A

0
T

1

8

E

A

R

M

E

E

Z

E

Subleasing my room in
Cooper Beech this summer available April 30th until mid
August. Rent $452.00 per
month including
air conditioning, dishwasher,
washer/dryer,
cable, internet, water. There
is a bathroom in my room as
well Heat and electricity are
on your own.Please email
me for more details
at watsonta@mail.gvsu.edu.
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